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AA Kenya celebrates
60 years of training drivers

 his year the Automobile Association of Kenya marks 60  
 years of quality training for drivers in the country – the  
 first driving school to celebrate a golden jubilee.   

For 60 years, AA Kenya, the pioneer driving school in Kenya, has 
trained drivers and exhibited excellence in the issuance of 
international driving permits and Carnet de Passage (car 
passport).
Founded in 1962, the school has 35 branches spread across 21 
counties in Kenya. 

Leveraging on this experience, AA Kenya Driving School is a 
household name in motoring. It is recognized and trusted by the 
government, international organisations and the corporate 
private sector. Individuals, too, trust the training.  

As the pioneer driving school, AA Kenya commenced operations 
in an environment lacking -what is accepted as basic 
infrastructure including a training curriculum; trained personnel; 
road network; vehicle maintenance experts; and even an 
advanced communication network.

The school organized motoring in Kenya backed by the 
existence of the Automobile Association of Kenya earlier 
founded in 1919 by Lionel Douglas Galton Fenzi. The Association, 
then called the Royal East Africa Automobile Association, was 
headed by then Governor of Kenya, Sir Edward Northey. 

In this context, and based on a mandate to promote road safety, 
AA Kenya driving school commenced operations in an effort to 
organize motoring and promote road safety. Drivers at the time 
were not licensed. AA Kenya came to address this gap. 

www.aakenyaautonews.co.ke1

T



Today, the school, besides training drivers, remains a road safety champion. AA Kenya equips 
learners with road safety skills. Learners are equipped with skills to remain alert on the road, first 
aid skills, and basic mechanics. 

All these skills are meant to make drivers remain safe on the road. In addition, we conduct road 
safety awareness campaigns countrywide as part of the school’s social corporate responsibility. 

Among our milestones include the automation of student enrollment. A student can register by 
dialling *650# on their mobile phones. They can also register online at 
https://edereva.aakenya.co.ke, or by visiting a branch.

The AA Kenya Driving School also offers online learning for theory classes. Students can gauge 
their understanding of the theory classes by taking a test on AA Kenya The Drivers Test App, 
available for Android and Apple mobile phones. 

Our quality drivers’ training has made us a household name - an industry benchmark in training.

As we celebrate our 60th anniversary, it is important to reflect on our journey over the decades. 
Today the school has a contemporary training infrastructure.

Part of this is a premier driving school wing that gives students executive training experience. The 
school was established to address a growing category of clients who want to exclusive and 
customized training schedule. The Premier Driving classes are located at select branches.   

To mark our 60th anniversary, AA Kenya is currently running a promotion for learners driving 
course. We will sponsor 12 students for a full driving course at AA Kenya. These students will be 
randomly selected from prospective students visiting our branches to make enquiries about the 
course. Some students have received the sponsorship. 

But above all, we want all our students to get quality training that encapsulates every aspect of 
driving. As we forge into the future, we will continue training our students to be road safety 
ambassadors.

DRIVING SCHOOL

SINCE

1962
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 uality training, excellent customer experience  
 and promoting road safety remain critical  
 components at AA Kenya Driving School. 

Since its inception 60 years ago, the school has 
retained the reputation of being the most reliable 
trainer in the country. 

In the past five years, the school has undergone 
tremendous automation of services. Today, our 
students can take theory lessons online. In addition, we 
have developed a student self-test platform called AA 
Test App. Students pay a fee to access the platform 
from where they can test their understanding of the 
driving course. 

To further improve the quality of our training, AA Kenya 
Driving School is planning to incorporate driving 
simulators as part of the training. Starting next year, 
our students will have these simulators. 

AA Kenya Driving School offers learner training, driver 
assessment, issuance of International Driving Permit 
and Carnet De Passage (car passport).

In Learner driving, the school trains the following    
categories:
  
• Motor cycle (A1 and A2)
• Saloon cars (B1, B2 and B3) 
• Endorsements on Trucks and buses (C1, A2, B3 and D1)

On assessments, we test the competence of licensed 
drivers holding valid Kenyan licenses and gauge their 
confidence on the road. This service is tailored for 
corporates, NGOs and Government agencies who 
want to employ drivers.

 After the assessment, the school issues a certificate of 
competency that is usually sent to the requesting 
client under a confidential cover. 

Why it’s worth sparing a
moment and learn about

the AA Kenya Driving School
By Teddy Mwanza - AA Driving School & Licensing Manager

www.aakenyaautonews.co.ke3
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The school has also embarked on an expansion drive in 
a bid to take our services to the people. We currently 
have 35 branches. By the end of this year, AA Kenya 
plans to open three more branches in Nairobi. The 
branches will be located in Karen, Kasarani, and 
Kawangware.  

AA Kenya is also the sole provider of International 
Driving Permits (IDP) in Kenya. An IDP is a translation of 
the local  driver’s license into a  document which allows 
you to drive in most commonwealth countries. (in 
many countries of the world) Nowadays IDPs are not 
limited to commonwealth countries but all countries 
perceived to be peaceful.

We translate the license to meet international 
standards as prescribed by the FIA. The IDP must 
accompany the Kenyan Driving License at all times. For 
the issuance of an IDP, one needs to present all the 
required documents to any AA office. Upon verification 
of the documents, an IDP is issued in under 20 minutes.  

In addition to the above services the School offers  
Carnet De Passage En Douane (CDP), an international 
customs document which allows motorist to travel 
stress-free with their vehicles across borders. A carnet 
guarantees payment of import and other taxes for the 
vehicle in the custom territories visited. It comes with 
validity options of 3 months (10 pages) 0r 12 months (25 
pages) from the issuance date. 

This promotes tourism, business, and 
education-related travel. As it always stated quality 
will always be remembered long after the price is 
forgotten. NAIROBI | THIKA | NAKURU | ELDORET | MERU | MOMBASA

on the auspicious occasion of your Golden Jubilee.
We are proud to be your insurer of choice.

MUA is a regional financial services group committed to
providing innovative insurance and financial solutions for

communities in Mauritius, Seychelles and across East Africa. 

MUA Insurance Kenya specializes in all classes of short-term
insurance including health insurance.

Lynwood Court, Waiyaki Way, Westlands, Nairobi, Kenya 
 TEL: 0732 178 000 EMAIL: infoke@mua.co.ke

WEBSITE: mua.co.ke

ABOUT MUA

MUA Insurance (Kenya) Ltd

HEAD OFFICE :

Congratulations

+254 721 980 455

       Banners, Rollups, Brochures, Annual Reports, Catalogues, Newsletters e.t.c. 
strategicpaperandprintsolns@gmail.com

Books, Stationeries, Posters, Fliers, Logos, Journals, Magazines,
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This year, AA Kenya Driving School is 
celebrating 60 years of quality services in 
motoring. Cat Cleancare Services Limited, 
providers of quality cleaning services, 
professional pest control and hygiene 
services, congratulates AA Driving School on 
this auspicious achievement.

We are proud to be your partners and 
providers of cleaning services at AA Kenya 
Driving Schools all over the country. Our 
services are supported by research and 
continued development of services tailored to 
client needs.

As a market leader in provision of these 
services, with operational branches in 
Mombasa and Kisumu, Cat Cleancare 
Services Ltd uses materials approved as 
environmental and user friendly by the 
regulators since inception. The company 
wishes to let AA Kenya know of our faith in your 

services. We train - or assess- all our drivers at 
AA Kenya, a partnership that has greatly 
improved skills of our staff.

We also recommend our staff to enroll for 
driving courses at AA Kenya.

Today, we have a well-maintained fleet of 
vehicles across the country, our vehicle 
tracking and fleet management technology is 
as well provided the AA Kenya.

As we continue providing professional 
cleaning services, our resolve strengthens 
when we know we have a partner like you – 
the pioneer driving school in Kenya. We are 
proud to be associated with the AA Kenya 
Driving School. As you celebrate this 
milestone, Cat Cleancare Services will 
continue keeping your work environment 
clean at all the time.

Congratulatory message to AA Kenya
Driving School on 60th anniversary 

By Patrick W. Mumo 
Managing Director,

Cat Cleancare Services Ltd
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pmumo@catcleancare.com
info@catcleancare.com
admin@catcleancare.com
sales@catcleancare.com

Contact us on:
Telephone Email

O�ce cleaning
and

general hygiene

Floor stripping,
waxing and

bu�ng

Floor sanding
and polyurethane

application

Carpet cleaning
and

upholstery

Window
and

curtains cleaning

Completed sites
initial clean-up

Washroom deep
cleaning and
maintenance

Interior car
valleting and

body polishing

Airports and
hospital porter

services

Messenger and
handyman

services

Completed sites
initial clean-up

Professional pest
control and 
fumigation

www.catcleancare.com
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AA TRACKING & FLEET MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

Automobile Association of Kenya
Renaissance Corporate Park, Upperhill
P.O. Box 40087-00100 Nairobi

INSPIRING MOBILITY

For enquiries, Call: 0795 213 882 / 0709 933 000 / 0709 933 999
Dial *650#

AA Generator Monitoring

Real-time location and update of working status of
generator

Engine hours monitoring
Real-time fuel level reports
Alerts  on maintenance, low battery, abnormal
consumption

AA Fleet Management Solution

All features listed in AA Basic Vehicle Tracking
Vehicle maintenance with reminder alerts for
service, tyre change, insurance and license
renewals
Driver behavior monitoring-Driver score,
harsh &severe acceleration, harsh & severe
turning

Basic Tracking Solution

24/7 real time tracking and monitoring
Assist in vehicle recovery
Detailed reports on status, distance, speed & 
voltage, trip, history , mileage, Route replay
Alerts on idling, over speeding, points of 
interest, geofencing
Monitoring via web and mobile app

AA Fuel Management Solution

All features listed in AA Fleet Management Solution
Real-time and comprehensive fuel consumption 
reports in graphs and data  
Utilization fuel reports
Alerts on fuel drops/theft, refuel, reorder levels,
abnormal consumption

LICENSED BY:

KENYA AUTOMOTIVE SECURITY ASSOCIATION

MEMBER OF:



Debunking 
the myths surrounding
hybrid vehicles

 hybrid vehicle basically combines both  
 worlds of contemporary motoring: the  
 ICE and electric vehicles.  According to 
Consumer Reports, “hybrids team an electric 
motor with a gasoline engine to provide efficient 
transportation.” 

With global increases in fuel prices, hybrid 
vehicles have become popular on the roads. 
However, the uptake seems slower, with 
misconceptions and myths applying the braking 
forces.

But according to Njiru Ayanga, the Nairobi Electric 
Vehicle and Hybrid Vehicles Repair CEO, hybrid 
vehicles are reliable, efficient, and have good 
performance.  

“Hybrid vehicles are designed for energy 
efficiency in city traffic. Under slow speeds the 
electric motors eliminate the need for using 
petrol. Hybrid vehicle owners make a lot of fuel 
savings,” he says.  

Maximum fuel efficiency is realised in city driving 
when the vehicle averages at 25-30 kkilometers 
per hour. But the vehicle tends to cede fuel 
efficiency to the ICE engine. 
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He says that hybrid vehicles have increased 
acceleration performance compared to internal 
combustion engines (ICE). This is because hybris 
vehicles have two sources of power as opposed 
to one in a conventional ICE vehicle. 

“These vehicles have more powerful acceleration 
because engine horsepower is combined with 
the horsepower of electric motors. They are also 
very smooth in handling,” Ayanga told AutoNews 
Magazine.

But the benefits are more. “Hybrids have lower 
maintenance costs due to longer service 
intervals on oil and filter changes. This is because 
hybrids vehicle engines go off periodically when 
the vehicle switches to electric mode.” This allows 
a hybrid car to reduce carbon emissions, 
contributing to less pollution of unpleasant and 
harmful exhaust fumes. 

He adds that hybrid vehicles brake pads give 
longer service compared to non-hybrid 
counterparts. “These vehicles use regenerative 
braking where the electric motors recover energy 
from the wheels sending the energy to the 
battery. This energy recovery process has an 
effect of slowing the car down whenever the 
brake pedal depressed. If you press the brake 
pedal lightly enough the motors will slow the car 
down without using the brake pads; he  told 
AutoNews Magazine in an interview.

The hybrid system also reduces vehicle 
vibrations as it is built on electric motors. This 
reduces vehicle noise inside and outside the 
vehicle.

www.aakenyaautonews.co.ke9



However, many vehicle owners in Kenya are still 
buying non hybrid vehicles despite all the 
benefits Ayanga elucidates. He thinks that 
motorists in Kenya believe hybrid vehicles are 
complex to own and maintain. 

Ayanga partly identifies with these concerns. 

Hybrid vehicles are fitted with batteries that 
require replacement, or repair, after a period. All 
hybrid vehicle batteries undergo degradation 
known as dendrite formation. This is a normal 
chemical reaction that causes formation of 
crystals inside the battery, reducing the battery 
health.   

Hybrid batteries tend to have a warranty of eight 
years, Ayanga says. Insidious failures start within 
the first eight years of vehicle use. These 
problems mostly occur when the battery cooling 
system becomes faulty. 

“Batteries lose capacity to hold charge as they 
age. No two batteries are ever the same. Each 
battery has its own character. Some will lose 
capacity faster than others even if they were 
made under the same conditions on the same 
production run. The difference in capacity begins 
to increase more rapidly as the battery ages past 
the 8-10 year mark.” 

However, the batteries come with warranty which 
covers eight to ten years depending on the 
vehicle model. After the warranty period expires, 
any vehicle owners pay for battery repairs or 
replacements.

Hybrid vehicle owners should not worry. Hybrid 
batteries are now serviceable locally. 

“You can replace an entire battery or restore it by 
replacing damaged cells with healthy ones. We 
also reverse battery dendrition through a process 
of charging and deeply discharging the battery 
using specialized battery lab equipment, he says.

He however acknowledges a shortage of 
automotive mechanics with skills in hybrid 
vehicle maintenance noting the skill gap is 
detrimental to the uptake of hybrid technology. 

Many mechanics understand how the 
combustion engine works. But the integration 
with electric propulsion remains a challenge to 
very many local mechanics. This is majorly 
because they lack formal training in electric 
vehicle systems.

Hybrid battery repair costs range from Sh30,000 
to Sh70,000 depending on severity of battery 
damage and vehicle model. He says battery 
replacement cost between Sh90,000 and 
Sh130,000. 

His call to prospective hybrid vehicle buyers: 
“Hybrid vehicles will serve you right. But you need 
to get properly trained mechanics to handle your 
vehicle.”  
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Roam Air Roam Air 
The new electric motorcycle designed

and assembled in Kenya

 oam, formerly Opibus, has announced the  
 launch of their next-generation electric  
 motorcycle, the Roam Air. The motorcycle 
is designed both for urban and rural environments.

According to Roam Chief Strategy and Marketing 
Officer Albin Wilson, the motorcycle has 
undergone years of research and development. 

“The focus of the motorcycle has been to design a 
robust vehicle with best-in-class carrying 
capacity, range and top speed to enable mass 
adoption of clean transport across the continent 
without the need for additional infrastructure.

This motorcycle is the first fully adapted electric 
motorcycle for the commercial market on the 
continent, while at the same time almost reaching 
price parity with local petrol motorcycles and with 
up to 70% lower running cost. Creating a new 
standard for transport on the African continent,” 
Roam said in a statement.

By Stephen Macharia
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Wilson said that the Roam Air Motorcycle is 
assembled on a new innovative frame that 
accommodates a dual battery system. The new 
configuration allows users to remove the battery 
and plug it into any normal charging outlet at 
home, just like a phone.

The Roam Air is lightweight and capable of 
covering up to 180 km on a pair of removable 
batteries. Its electric motors produce 185 Nm (136 
lb-ft). The motorcycle weighs 135 kgs and achieves 
a top speed of 90 km/h (56 mph) in about five 
seconds. It has a load carrying capacity of 220 kgs 
of combined passengers and cargo.

The company also established a battery swapping 
model by establishing centres where motorcycle 
operators exchange drained batteries for charged 
units.

Motorcycle operators can also charge the 
batteries in public charging and swapping 
stations. Wilson explains that the motorcycle can 
tackle all terrains, while also accommodating a 
storage compartment replacing the fuel tank, 
interchangeability with local spare parts and 
increased carrying capacity on the extended 
subframe. Raom said the motorcycle has been 
developed from research by the firm’s engineering 
team in Nairobi. 

www.aakenyaautonews.co.ke13



"We are thrilled to announce the unveiling of the 
Roam Air, our next-generation electric motorcycle, 
adapted and designed in detail for the African 
use-case and with a special focus on affordability, 
reliability and connectivity. An electric motorcycle 
tailored for different commercial use-cases such 
as carrying passengers or cargo with safety at the 
forefront. It is truly a testament to our commitment 
to offering world-class electric vehicle technology 
to the continent." Said Filip lövström, the CEO and 
Co-Founder of Roam.  

In the coming months, Roam will be scaling up 
production in Nairobi to accommodate for the 
large customer interest in the region. With this 
product Roam is targeting large commercial 
motorcycle distribution channels across Africa, 
such as financiers for end-users, swapping station 
owners, and large commercial clients. 

Roam air prioritizes low operation costs for the 
motorcycle above all else. Mass production for the 
motorcycle is scheduled for 2023, but Roam has 
promised to have enough units for interested 
customers. 
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 otor dealer CFAO Motors Kenya Limited has  
 introduced a new Toyota Belta retailing at  
 Sh2.83 million as demand for new motor 
vehicles increases.
 
The introduction of the Toyota Belta model increases 
the portfolio of compact vehicles. The move by CFAO 
comes at a time when Kenya auto market has 
registered demand for 1000cc to 1600cc vehicles.

Launched in March, the Toyota Belta became one of the 
first vehicles to be unveiled after the dealer rebranded 
from Toyota Kenya Ltd.
 
Speaking during the launch, CFAO Motors managing 
director Arvinder Reel said the dealer responded to the 
consumer needs. 

“The B2C models contribute 20% of the overall sales. We 
are therefore keen to continue offering quality, durable, 
and reliable vehicles to the market,” he said.

Reel added that “there is a continued demand for 
vehicles that come out with more fuel efficient engines. 
They are reliable and more pocket friendly. We are 
therefore keen on offering a one stop for mobility 
needs.”

CFAO unveils zero mileage Toyota Belta 

This move expands CFAO’s range of Toyota passenger 
cars and presents a chance for Kenyans to stop buying 
used imported Belta vehicles from Japan. 
 
The Toyota Belta is now available at zero mileage at 
CFAO Motors. The dealer is banking on government 
incentives offered to new car buyers to propel sales for 
the new Belta model. 

CFAO has partnered with financial institutions to offer 
95% financing solutions on the vehicle.  Toyota Belta 
buyers will also receive a five-year warranty or 
150,000km, whichever comes first. The service intervals 
are after every 10,000km.

The Belta is only available in the sedan version. It comes 
fitted with a push to start button, and a radio that 
supports Apple Car Play and Android Auto. It also has 
LED lights for improved visibility especially at night. It is 
also has leather seats.
 
CFAO Motors Kenya remains the exclusive distributor of 
brand new Toyota vehicles and genuine parts in Kenya. 
The dealer also has exclusive offers on Toyota 
manufacturer’s warranty.

“Besides this we are also the distributor of other new 
quality cars and equipment of Suzuki vehicles, Yamaha 
motorbikes and Hino trucks. As part of our expansion 
strategy, we will now offer quality used cars under the 
trade name of Automark as well as parts offering 
through Winparts,” a stement from CFAO reads. 

By Stephen Macharia
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AA IN PICTURES
AA conducts Road Safety Awareness campaign at Machakos & Green Park
Terminus during school re-opening period.



AA & CIC IN PICTURES
AA Kenya in conjuction with CIC during the launch of Accident Motoring
Assist Services.



Inchcape launch new Range Rover L460
model into the Kenyan Market 

By Stephen Macharia

     nchcape Kenya has introduced what it terms   
     the most  desirable SUV - the new Range   
     Rover L460 -  into the Kenyan automotive market.

The new vehicle adds on to an array of luxury SUV’s the 
Inchcape offers under its Jaguar Land Rover franchise.  

The vehicle, the first of the L460 model, will be 
available in different variants which  include the High 
Standard Equipment (HSE), Autobiography, SV, the 1st 
Edition only  available in the first year of manufacture. 

The New Range Rover is available with a choice of 
powerful Ingenium 4.4 litre V8 petrol and a 3.0-litre 
six-cylinder diesel engine. Both versions that have an 
electric super charger.  

Speaking during the launch event held at the Jaguar 
Land Rover Showroom, Inchcape  Africa Managing 
Director, Francis Agbonlahor, noted that the vehicle 
upholds its  reputation of pioneering innovation with 
the suite of technologies designed to enhance 
convenience, efficiency and safety. 

“The new Range Rover L460 incorporates 
Software-Over-The-Air (SOTA) updates meaning the 
vehicle will constantly evolve and remain up to date 
as it matures.
  
The new Range Rover has an advanced Pivi Pro 
infotainment system that provides  immediate 
start-up and it’s complemented by a 13.1-inch 
Interactive Driver Display screen with high-definition 
graphics and configurable layout,” said Mr. 
Agbonlahor
 
He further noted that “The customers’ comfort and 
convenience are guaranteed in the new Range Rover. 
The vehicle leverages lessons learned over 50 years of 
evolution  and combines them with cutting edge 
technologies to deliver comfort at every turn. It  
features the most sophisticated chassis technology of 
any vehicle. 

The integrated chassis control system monitors the 
road up to 2.5km ahead and prepares for corners 
using navigation and speed data. It can adjust the 
suspension at speed to ensure  maximum comfort 
and efficiency”. 

Photo Courtesy of otoMagzn
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Further, the vehicle’s body is 50 per cent stiffer than 
before, creating a safe and strong body designed to 
accommodate the new 23-inch wheels – a first for 
Land Rover – and 815mm diameter wheel 
combinations. 

“Additional features that make the vehicle the 
ultimate SUV experience include the  Adaptive Cruise 
Control and the Steering Assist which smooth out 
body movements resulting from sudden changes in 
speed, headrest speakers with next-generation  noise 
cancellation and a new clean air technology that 
significantly reduces odours and viruses – creating 
one of the quietest, most relaxing, luxury travelling 
experience yet,” Inchcape said in a statement.   
 
The vehicle is now available for purchase in Kenya at 
the Inchcape’s Land Rover showroom. More 
information on the vehicle and its various 
configurations for a personal touch is available here 
 
Inchcape Plc., is a UK based multinational automotive 
distributor, retailer, and a services company. In Africa, 
Inchcape has dealerships in Kenya (Inchcape Kenya) 
and Ethiopia (MOENCO), with Kenya being a hub for 7 
other African countries. It began its operation in Kenya 
in 2018 as Jaguar and Land Rover dealers and later 
took over the BMW franchise including the BMW 
Motorrad.

Photo Courtesy of Inchcape Motors

Photo Courtesy of Autocar India 
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Maxine Wahome 
From a partime kindergarten

teacher to a racing queen

YOUR STORY



 hen Maxine Wahome began her rally-sport  
 journey in June 2021, little did she know that  
 her venture into the pinnacle of motor rallying 
in Kenya would come with good tidings 12 months later.

Maxine was only taking her baby steps towards a 
brighter future which had already taken shape with 
motocross bikes, an autocross Impreza -and most 
important - finishing last year’s WRC Safari Rally Kenya 
on her rallying debut.   

But the year 2022 has been a huge one for the 
kindergarten teacher whose cockpit performance 
continues to speak volumes about her driving knack.

Two months ago, Maxine emerged the winner of the 
Inaugural Lioness All-Women's Rally at Kasarani where 
she edged Natasha Tundo to a nerve-racking speed 
test tussle.

Two months later, the soft spoken driver was at it 
again. This time, she attracted global recognition, not 
only for her cockpit knack but for finding her niche in 
performance manufacturer race cars. Maxine is 
incidentally one of the four Kenyans currently on FIA 
Rally Star Program alongside Hamza Anwar, Jeremy 
Wahome and McRae Kimathi.

In July 2021, she made all her local knowledge count on 
her debut in the M-Sport Poland Ford Rally 3 car where 
she was a surprise winner in the WRC3 category.
 “It’s unbelievable. I am equally flabbergasted. I mean, 
we started off really well and maintained a steady 
pace through and through. On the second day, on 

Friday, we clung on to the lead and came back to the 
finish as the surprise winner of the WRC3 category 
which is two steps below the WRC category,” reflected 
on her return to last service at Naivasha's Wildlife 
Research and Training Institute Maxine. 

Following a late retirement on Friday night which saw 
her incur a 10-minute penalty and relinquish the lead 
to Mcrae Kimathi, Wahome did not have to wait too 
long to go back to the summit on Saturday morning 
despite some troubles of her own.

The Kenyan had a scare on Saturday morning’s 
opening stage Soysambu 1, when she experienced a 
computer issue in her Ford Fiesta, seeing her lose six 
minutes. 

However, FIA Junior WRC regular Kimathi struck a rock 
in the line on the same stage nearing the 15km mark, 
sustaining significant rear and front suspension 
damage, bringing an abrupt end to his day.
Following a late retirement on Friday night which saw 
her incur a 10-minute penalty and relinquish the lead 
to Mcrae Kimathi, Wahome did not have to wait too 
long to go back on top on Saturday morning despite 
some troubles of her own.

The Kenyan had a scare during the 2022 Safari Rally  
opening stage Soysambu 1, when she experienced a 
computer issue in her Ford Fiesta Rally4, seeing her 
lose six minutes. However, FIA Junior WRC regular 
Kimathi struck a rock in the line on the same stage 
nearing the 15km mark, sustaining significant rear and 
front suspension damage, bringing an abrupt end to 
his day.
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WRC3 RESULTS 

MORE ABOUT MAXINE
Started riding at the age of 12 on an 85cc KTM Bike. 

Teaches nursery kids between the age of 2-6 at a Montessori School in Nairobi. 

2020-2wheel drive-turbo 4th overall

2019 MX2: 4 TH Overall Kenya National Championship

2019 MX2 9 TH Overall FIM MX of African Nations championship (Zimbabwe)

2018 MX2: 3 RD Overall Kenya National Championship

2017MX2: Lady Rider of the year

2016MX2: 4 TH Kenya National Championship

2016MX LADIES: 3rd FIM MX of African Nations Championship (Kenya)

1. (KEN) Maxine Wahome /(KEN) Murage Waigwa  (Fiesta Rally) 5:20:21.6   
2. (KEN) Jeremy Wahome /(KEN) Victor Okundi  (Fiesta Rally3) +32:27.4 
 
3. (KEN) Mcrae Kimathi /(KEN) Mwangi Kioni  (Fiesta Rally3) +35:37.7

By Samson Ateka
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Calvin de Souza
THE MAN BEHING THE FIRST HAND-MADE PICK-UP IN AFRICA



 alvin de Souza, having grown up in Nairobi,  
 spent his teenage years working part time at  
 his father’s garage. He has since charted a 
new path in vehicle restoration and modification 
commonly known as RestoMods in the car community. 
He has increased his brand (deSouza built) recognition 
in Kenya's automotive industry through creative 
vehicle modifications. For example, he turned an old 
dilapidated tractor into a pickup truck he named 
Fungus. Fungus is the first mid -engined v8 pick up in 
africa.

Calvin is documented as saying that everything on the 
car is fabricated using local materials and that all the 
car parts are locally sourced. “I got this vehicle from a 
farm. It was a tractor with only its front part remaining. 
All other parts were rusty. To complete this project, I 
sourced parts from several local suppliers” he revealed 
and what i couldnt get had to be fabricated from 
scratch.

“We call it fungus because when we picked it up it had 
rust, mould, moss, and mushrooms growing in and on 
it. This vehicle was rotten and beaten up. Its owner at 
the time must have been surprised that someone had 

an interest in purchasing it,” he said. 

When AutoNews arrived at the car enthusiast's garage, 
the vehicle was parked on the side of a road. It was 
clean and glistening, and it appeared to be ready for 
the road.

"I built it specifically for drifting" he explained to this 
writer. Calvin's artistic prowess is evident in the vehicle. 
He designed the body and built the chassis for it.

“This vehicle is equipped with a V8 engine. It has a 
4.8-litre engine, which is equivalent to a Lexus LX 470.” 
"I'm still working on it," he admits. Calvin's work has 
been at the center of online automotive discussions.

His expertise in RestoMods has made him an internet 
sensation. One of his most recent restorations (the 
‘hot-rod’), now known as "Kenya's fastest hand-built 
car," has taken several Kenyan roads. The ‘Hot-rod’ a 
term typically used for American cars that might be 
old, classic, or modern and that have been rebuilt or 
modified with large engines optimised for speed and 
acceleration. The hot-rod, just like fungus is built for 
drifting.
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Africa’s first mid-engine V8 pick-up

By Stephen Macharia
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Other model designed and fabricated
by Calvin de Souza

Its testing at the Machakos People's Park's recently 
built race circuit, revealed extraordinary capabilities. 
"We're still perfecting it before we start doing drifting 
shows," he told AutoNews Magazine.

He prefers to use engines and parts from Japanese 
vehicles because spare parts are readily available.

Calvin, on the other hand, considers restorations to be 
an art form, noting that vehicle restorations provide 
opportunities for the creative industry.

“As I restore and build vehicles, the safety of the driver, 
passengers, and the vehicle remains paramount. The 
good thing is that I have been in this industry since my 
childhood,” he told this writer. 
.
Vehicle RestoMods entail getting old vehicles and 
installing new technologies. It may call for an overhaul 
of the vehicle. 

“We get a new suspension, engine, lighting, and body 
works. Everything is done to perfection. Our customers 
are usually specific about what they need and we 
must deliver the expectations. A vehicle takes between 
30-90 days to restore or rebuild.” Calvin states that he 
has completed numerous restorations since he 
started the business. “I have a car driven out of this 
garage every month. Under normal circumstances, 
and depending on the nature of what is needed, it 
takes under three months to complete the work,” he 
revealed.    

He expresses that Kenya has a growing population of 
motorists who want unique vehicles. “I am currently 
building an old Peugeot 504. We have fitted it with a 

Toyota Mark X engine, suspension, braked  diff, 
gearbox, drive train, seats, and dashboards,” he says. 
The vehicle was still under restoration when AutoNews 
visited Calvin. However, the car attracted wide 
admiration during a test drive.

“About four people stopped us on the road to see the 
engine. Once completed, we expect it to be another 
successful project from deSouza Built” Calvin 
explained.  

Calvin and his team market their work through social 
media. He stated that his goal is to dispel myths about 
car restorations.
"Many people believe that this business is only for the 
wealthy. That is not the case. "I want to show young 
people that the automotive industry is artistic," Calvin 
said.

But not everything is rosy for the young mechanic and 
motor enthusiast. He says the Kenyan automotive 
industry fails to recognize the potential of restomod.

Calvin faces challenges in getting some of his 
suppliers to customize parts even though they have 
the machinery capable of doing so. Its has been a 
challenge convincing suppliers to think outside the box 
and see more potential in new business. He cites this 
as his biggest drawback in the business. 

He said that “It is always difficult for me to make other 
people see my vision. Some suppliers, despite having 
huge capacity to supply us with fabricated material, 
become hesitant when I approach them. This limits the 
creativity” 
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OIL & GAS ROAD TRANSPORT SAFETY 

DEFENSIVE
DRIVING COURSE

Petroleum and LPG products are essential in our daily life, safe 
handling and transportation is key to ensure no incidents occur 
during this process. AA Kenya is partnering with petroleum road 
transportation operators to enhance road safety through training of 
all tanker drivers on Defensive Driving. 

Dial *650# Inspiring Mobility

To book your slot, call us on:
0709933902/0709933000



 team from the AA Kenya Road Rescue   
 Services travelled to Gaborone, Botswana, in  
 June for the first ACTA Road Patrol Training for 
Excellence organized in Europe by FIA Region I and ARC 
Europe.

The Road Patrol Training for Excellence is an annual 
event meant to equip road assistance teams with 
theoretical and technical training. 

The AA Kenya team comprising Road Patrol Manager 
Joseph Njagi and Alex Wambua were trained in 
customer excellence, safety during roadside 
assistance interventions, and technical diagnostics. 

Speaking to business partners, trainers and the media 
in Gaborone, Njagi thanked FIA and ARC Europe for the 
training and called for regular meetings of Road Patrol 
teams to share expertise and build up an African 
network for technical assistance experts. 

In his opening remarks, FIA Region I ACTA Sub Region 
and Emergency Assist 991 President Simon 
Modisaemang urged the Delegates from African Clubs 
to take the opportunity to learn and network. He said 
that the technicians in attendance had a lot of 

potentials, and the knowledge received in the 
three-day training would help bring African Clubs to 
the next level.

Njagi said the training elevates the AA Kenya Road 
Rescue team above competitors adding the skills 
acquired will be transferred to his team.

“Wambua and I will share the knowledge and skills 
acquired with our colleagues. The training, and 
especially the practical part, has changed the way we 
approach road rescue services,” he noted. 

In a message to Delegates, FIA Region I President 
Thomas Møller Thomsen encouraged the planners of 
this training to raise the standard of roadside 
assistance. He noted that such pieces of training have 
the potential to provide opportunities for exchange on 
best practices and the latest developments in road 
assistance. 

Njagi supports this view noting that the training 
opened new opportunities for the AA Kenya Road 
Rescue team. 

“A recovery scene is the rescuer’s workplace. It is the 

AA Kenya,
road rescue officers 
attend FIA training in Botswana 

responsibility of the rescue officer to ensure the safety of 
himself, members, and other persons. 

We received practical training on hazard assessments to 
minimize the risk. This involves unless in exceptional 
circumstances, parking the rescue vehicle at least 18 
meters behind the casualty vehicle. The wheels of the 
rescue vehicle should be turned to full lock away from the 
line of traffic. It is also paramount to reassure motorists in 
casualty vehicles of their safety.”

Njagi adds that: “Every effort must be taken to minimize 
the time spent in a hazardous location. If it is quicker to 
repair the casualty than to recover it, then it should be 
repaired. Conversely, if it is quicker and safer to recover 
the casualty then it should be recovered.”

“Road Rescue Officers deal with breakdowns and 
recoveries on the roads including highspeed dual 
carriageways and highways. The primary objective of 
this training module is to set out policy and safe working 
practices to ensure your safety and that of others whilst 
working on these types of roads,” reads a statement from 
the training documents.  

Njagi also says that the Road Rescue department at AA 
Kenya benefits from a network of teams in other 
countries. 

“This gives us an advantage in terms of technology 
transfer and use of digital services,” he notes. 
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AA Kenya launches road safety initiative
targeting long distance bus drivers 

 ver 80 bus drivers and conductors in  
 Nairobi received road safety skills in a  
 sensitization campaign conducted by 
AA Kenya in July. 

The campaign, dubbed 'Safe to school' aimed to  
instil road safety. Awareness among drivers and 
passengers as schools re-opened in July. 

The campaign was held at the Machakos 
Country Bus station and Uhuru Park Green Park 
termini. 

Speaking after the sensitization campaign AA 
Kenya CEO Mr. Francis Theuri termed the 
sensitization campaign an important step 
towards promoting road safety and pledged the 
Association’s support for road safety initiatives in 
the country. 
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“AA will conduct more road safety campaigns,” 
he said adding the Association has a mandate to 
promote road safety in Kenya. This campaign 
came against a backdrop of increased road 
crashes in Kenya.

At Uhuru Park Termini, the campaign targeted 
school bus drivers, students, and parents as 
schools reopened in July after a break of 10 
weeks. 

While drivers received information on the need 
for careful driving, the students were sensitized 
on the roles of passengers in promoting road 
safety. The drivers were also sensitised on the 
need to drive at safe speeds, overtake carefully, 
and being alert on the road. 

A team from the Association was checking if the 
vehicles had working safety belts and 
encouraging passengers and the crew to use 
them.

The passengers were also sensitized on the need 
to engage drivers in a civil manner and alight at 
designated areas. 

A majority of the drivers engaged in the 
campaign lauded the sensitization campaign 
terming it as a necessary reminder on safety 
measures that are often overlooked. 

“This is a good initiative. We sometimes breach 
crucial, yet simple, measures that are meant to 
prevent road crashes, David Musili, a driver 
employed in one of the matatu Saccos operating 
from Machakos Bus Station. The Association 
plans to conduct similar campaigns every time 
schools reopen. 

About 90 per cent of the drivers reported not to 
wear safety belts despite most of the buses 
having installed them. In addition to sensitizing 
the driver and the passengers, AA Kenya also 
fitted the buses with with stickers bearing road 
safety messages. 

Some of the stickers read “speed thrills but it kills” 
and “safety is as simple as A, B, C, D —always be 
careful”. 
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AA Kenya,
CIC Group
launch Accident Scene 
Management Service

 he Automobile Association of Kenya (AA  
 Kenya) and CIC Group have partnered to  
 launch an innovative accident scene 
management solution in a bid to save lives, 
improve response to road crashes, and enhance 
claims settlement.

Dubbed Accident Motoring Assist, the service will 
be availed to comprehensive insurance policy 
holders at the underwriting firm. It will be available 
24 hours a day for 7 days a week.  The motoring 
assist service will connect CIC customers to 
evacuation and rapid towing services in case of a 
road crash. 

CIC Group Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Mr. Patrick 
Nyaga said AA has developed the Accident 
Motoring Assist noting that the innovation primes 
CIC as the ultimate leader in motor insurance 
provider in Kenya.

“We are happy to partner with AA in launching this 
service. This solution is unique and new in the 
insurance industry. One of our aims is to improve 
customer experience and shorten time taken to 
pay an insurance claim. Our goal is to serve our 
customers in the best way possible,” Mr. Nyaga 
said.

In case of a road crash, CIC customers will notify 
the insurer. 
    

Francis Theuri
CEO AA Kenya

CIC Group comprehensive cover customers have 
been enrolled into the service. The underwriter, 
however, says the service is currently only 
available in Nairobi as CIC and AA Kenya work on 
an expansion strategy.

AA Kenya will then send responders who will scene 
of accident, take necessary data of the crash, and 
provide towing services if necessary. Depending 
on the severity of the crash, AA Kenya may call 
emergency medical providers.

Speaking during the launch in Nairobi, CIC Group 
General Insurance Managing Director Mr. Fred 
Ruoro termed the solution as a product of 
like-minded partners and revealed that CIC Group 
is the leading motor insurer while AA Kenya is the 
largest mobility solutions provider. 

“Our vision is to add value to our customers. This 
service improves the hat this value added to our 
private motor cover will offer convenience to the 
customer, influence product uptake, and grow our 
market share,” said Mr. Ruoro.

AA Kenya Chief Executive Officer Mr. Francis Theuri 
said that the partnership is part of the 
Association’s vision to provide innovative solutions 
on motoring matters. “AA is focused on providing 
solutions that address motoring related 
challenges in this country, and making the 
motoring experience safe for our members and 
the public at large,” said Mr. Theuri.

www.aakenyaautonews.co.ke31

By Stephen Macharia

T



Call us for fast 
and reliable services 

0703 099 120
CIC ACCIDENT MOTORING
ASSIST SERVICE



Boda bodas are
critical to Kenya’s
transport system. 
But they’ve gone
rogue.

What’s the history
of boda bodas in
Kenya?

 enya’s removal of import duty on  
 motorcycles over a decade ago led to  
 the instant creation of tens of thousands 
of new jobs in the transport sector, notably in the 
growth of motorcycle taxis, better known as boda 
bodas. However, the sector is also in the news for 
all the wrong reasons – fuelling crime, mob 
assaults on other road users, disregard for traffic 
rules. A viral video in which a mob of riders 
sexually assaulted a female motorist recently 
amplified the rot in the sector. Policy analyst 
Douglas Lucas Kivoi unpacks what went wrong 
and what should be done to make the boda boda 
sector safer for everyone.

The government of Kenya zero rated import duty 
on motorcycles of up to 250cc in 2008. This made 
them affordable to average Kenyan homes, 
previously a pipe dream. It meant that most rural 
and urban families could afford to own one. They 
also provided vulnerable constituencies in 
communities an avenue to lift themselves out of 
poverty.

Boda bodas filled a gap in the absence of 
reliable, efficient transport across Kenya, in both 
urban and rural areas. It also addresses the 
problem of a poor transport infrastructure, 
especially a pathetic road network. In some 
areas the road network is so bad that only 
motorcycles can access communities.

In its 2018 report the National Transport and 
Safety Authority documented nearly 1.4 million 
registered motorcycles in Kenya. But, in fact, an 
accurate number of motorcycles operating as 
boda bodas remains a mystery. This lacuna 
pertaining to registration, regulation, monitoring 
and the use of motorcycle boda bodas as public 
service vehicle transport is a cause for concern.

By Douglas Lucas Kivoi
Principal Policy Analyst, Governance Department, The Kenya

Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA)

K
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What social
and
economic
role do they
play?
When the government 
liberalised the motorcycle 
industry, many unemployed 
young men took advantage of 
poor road networks and the 
chaotic transport sector to eke 
out a living by transporting 
people and goods on 
motorbikes. This gave rise to 
gangs of young men who have 
organised themselves into 
informal associations with a 
clear chain of command.

The sector’s economic 
contribution is immense: it is 
estimated that it provides more 
than one million direct jobs for 
riders who earn roughly about 
less than US$10 a day.

Treasury is estimated to be 
collecting roughly Ksh60 billion 
(about US$525 million) yearly in 
fuel taxes from boda bodas. 
Each consumes an average of 
Ksh300 (about US$3) worth of 
petrol each in a day. It is, simply, 
a sector that cannot be wished 
away.

What are its
downsides?
The boda boda transport business was 
in the limelight in early March 2022 for all 
the wrong reasons. A group of riders 
sexually assaulted a female motorist in 
Nairobi. President Uhuru Kenyatta 
ordered a crackdown on the entire 
sector in a bid to instil sanity.

The sector has operated without 
decorum and decency for a long time. 
Drivers are not trained in road safety – 
most don’t even have a driving licence  
and they are a law unto themselves. This 
has bred criminal gangs where impunity 
reigns supreme, especially on the road. 
The chaotic situation has put drivers in 
danger: some have lost their lives along 
with their innocent passengers. 
Thousands have been maimed. In 2019, 
for instance, 1,421 boda boda riders and 
pillion passengers died, compared to 
1,049 motor vehicle drivers and 
passengers.

Some boda boda riders have been 
accused of actively participating in or 
abetting crime. Some have been 
accused of helping remove or conceal 
the bodies of those killed by criminals.

What’s to be
done?
The entire transport sector in Kenya is 
extremely chaotic and requires serious 
policy and legal interventions to tame 
cartels and rogue operators.

The lack of a comprehensive framework to 
regulate the public transport sector has 
been the country’s main undoing. Kenya’s 
road network lacks lanes to protect bikers 
and motorcycles. Urban roads need to be 
redesigned to accommodate 
motorcyclists and cyclists.

Because impunity is deeply entrenched in 
Kenya’s transport sector, it is prudent that 
the government adopts both short and 
continuous long term measures to 
address the menace in the boda boda 
sector.

In the short term, one consideration 
should be to get all boda boda drivers to 
attend driving schools. This may be a tall 
order. But the national government, 
National Transport Safety Authority and 
county governments should organise 
continuous training for the drivers, 
focusing particularly on road safety and 
decorum.

The government should also consider 
establishing a database of all boda boda 
operators in Kenya through mandatory 
registration, refresher training and testing. 
This should be followed up with a robust 
enforcement mechanism to ensure 
compliance.

But it’s crucial that interventions don’t 
affect the livelihoods of communities. All 
47 county governments ought to develop 
humane by-laws and policies to 
sustainably govern and regulate the boda 
boda sector’s operations. This, instead of 
adopting a retributive penal approach of 
arrests, prosecution and enforcing bans 
on boda boda operations.
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Conversation on 17th March, 2022. It can be
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ULTIMATE 9 - EVC THROTTLE CONTROLLER:
The gadget that improves vehicle performance

without engine modifications  

 or many motorists, adjusting the car’s  
 throttle performance is a complicated  
 process that involves altering 
manufacturer specifications. Many motorists 
shudder at the thought of installing a gadget that 
may damage other parts of the vehicle, especially 
the engine. 

This is the reason many people overlook external 
gadgets meant to be installed in vehicles. Nobody 
wants to buy a device that may harm the vehicle. 
However, Ultimate 9, an Australian manufacturer 
of premium automotive accessories, is changing 
this perception.

The company launched operations in Kenya 
through a local dealer. And for the first time, 
vehicle owners can buy a gadget that customs 
tunes a vehicle’s throttle performance without any 
interference to the vehicles mechanics. 

The EVC Throttle Controller, is a gadget that allows 
motorists to alter throttle performance and 
unleash the full potential of the vehicle, improving 
drivability, adaptability and fuel economy.

By Stephen Macharia
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According to Emma Mwongera, a representative of 
Ultimate 9 in Kenya, the EVC Throttle Controller 
suits vehicles with electronic throttle.

“We do not interfere with wiring, open the engine, 
or do any alteration to your car. The EVC Throttle 
Controller is plugged into the vehicle accelerator 
cable, Emma told AutoNews Magazine in an 
interview.    

Emma explained that Throttle Controllers “provide 
new points of reference for your vehicle’s throttle 
mapping. As a result, your throttle response can be 
adjusted for an enhanced or subdued feel”, she 
said. This allows the driver to make the vehicle 
adapt to the road condition. 

“This modifies torque or power requests sent to the 
vehicle’s Engine Control Unit (ECU). While a driver 
on the highway may need enhanced throttle 
performance, another driver on rough terrain, or in 
muddy conditions, may need to reduce throttle 
performance for optimum performance,” she said. 

“It is meant to reduce the lag of the vehicle or 
increase it depending on the driving situation,” 
Mwongera added. 

She notes that the gadget works well with most 
vehicles with an electronic throttle and each 
model comes with its unique part number. 
But because vehicles are fitted with factory pedal 
parameters, the EVC Throttle Controller does not 
change the pedal settings. The gadget works by 
electronically overriding the throttle parameters.  

The real benefit of the EVC is its adjustability. 
Ultimate9's EVC Throttle Controller range features 
four driving modes to ensure you have the perfect 
throttle response at any given moment, and with 
the touch of a button you can change this 
response to whatever sensitivity you need. The 
modes are Economy (E), Automatic Control (A.C), 
Factory (- - ) and Ultimate (U).

“Admittedly, our EVC Throttle Controllers are not 
meant to add top-end horsepower to your vehicle. 
However, it greatly improves your driving 
experience,” she told AutoNews Magazine. 

She explains: “Installing this gadget is simple. You 
do not need a mechanic to do it for you. The EVC is 
a do-it-yourself plug and play gadget that takes 
under 10 minutes to have on the car, however, our 
team is on hand to assist where need be”.

We have been in the market for about one and a 
half years and the response has been terrific. The 
unit has been fitted in SUVs, double cabs, saloon 
cars and many other models across the range. We 
also have customers in Tanzania who are very 
happy with the product and we are seeking to 
expand to other parts of the region.

Insisting on the safety of the EVC Throttle 
Controller, Emma told this writer that Ultimate 9 
gives a lifetime replacement warranty. This is a 
stamp of confidence before making the purchase, 
she says.  

The device is also compatible with other 
aftermarket performance modifications. 
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