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AA 
In the contemporary mobility services, drones are no 
longer a story out of a science fiction films as Brieger 
noted. 

Brieger’s visit came against a backdrop of an ambi-
tious plan by AA Kenya to establish a Drone Academy 
in Kenya. Backed by the Touring Club Suisse (TCS  
Switzerland) that has offered support for FIA Member 
Clubs interested in developing a drone project in their 
country, AA Kenya plans to establish this academy to 
diversify revenue sources and improve service deliv-
ery.

As we head into the second half of the year, our com-
mitment to road safety remains intact. This year, we 
have conducted two road safety campaigns target-
ing one of the most vulnerable class of road users – 
motorcyclists. 

Leveraging on social media, the campaigns ran 
successfully and we were able to award riders nomi-
nated by members of the public. By doing this, we 
hope to sensitize the riders on importance of wearing 
quality helmets. 

As part of the road safety campaigns, AA Kenya 
distributed FIA approved helmets to riders in Nairobi 
and Nakuru in a bid to increase awareness of exist-
ence of quality helmets.  

 his year, the Automobile Association of   
 Kenya, a member of the Federation Interna 
 tionale De’automobile (FIA), participated in 
the FIA Region I Spring Meeting held May in Rome, Italy. 
About 248 club delegates from Europe, Africa and the 
Middle East gathered at the venue to discuss vertical 
and electric mobility.

FIA has identified electric mobility, or electromobility, 
as a significant cog in lowering emissions from the 
transport sector. This meeting served as FIA’s catalyst 
to fit world motoring into a global megatrend of elec-
trification, digitalisation, and automation. 

AA Kenya’s participation in this meeting is a boost for 
Kenya’s mobility. It places the Association at the 
center of global motoring map, handing AA Kenya an 
opportunity to make contributions to a global organi-
zation that not only promotes motor sports, but also 
safe, sustainable, and accessible mobility for all road 
users in the world. As the world becomes motorized, 
there is dire need to invest in research in a bid to 
reduce road crashes. AA Kenya is at the heart of these 
efforts. 

This is why we were privileged to host FIA Head of the 
Drone & Vertical Mobility Academy Nicolas Brieger in 
Kenya.

Brieger visited the Association as we seek to deploy 
use of drones in delivery of some of AA Kenya services 
including drone-based photography in accident 
scene management.

Francis Theuri - CEO Automobile Association of Kenya

Kenya 2022
Milestones

T
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AA Kenya rewards three
boda boda riders for safe

road practices  
Speaking during the awards ceremony held at AA 
Kenya Chief Executive Officer Francis Theuri thanked 
the winners for promoting safe motorcycle riding 
noting the sector remains an important cog in 
Kenya’s transport needs. 

“We are pleased that you are road safety ambassa-
dors in the boda boda sector. AA Kenya appreciates 
your efforts to promote safe roads for all of us,” Theuri 
remarked. 

The CEOs sentiments were affirmed by Manoj Shah, a 
Member of AA Kenya Governing Council who thanked 
the boda boda riders for their adherence to traffic 
rules and setting shining examples in the sector. 

    n a bid to celebrate road safety champions in the            
     boda boda sector, AA Kenya has rewarded three                         
     commercial motorcycle riders with cash prices and 
United Nations (UN) approved helmets.

The riders were nominated by their peers across the 
country in a social media campaign launched by AA 
Kenya in May 2021. 

The star prize went to Ian Yator, a boda boda rider 
from Nakuru. He won Sh50,000 while Catheline Mworia 
and Amos Kerongo, the competition 1st and 2nd 
Runners-Ups, won Sh10,000 and Sh5,000 respectively.

I
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Ian Yator (Centre) receiving his cash prize

“I am proud of this moment. We assemble here to 
recognize you for practicing safe motor cycle riding. I 
now urge you to increase your efforts in road safety by 
spreading this message to other riders,” Manoj 
quipped.  

The riders lauded AA Kenya for the initiative to recog-
nize boda boda riders. Speaking after receiving his 
award, Yator noted the cash award was a reward for 
his efforts to sensitize motorcycle riders to always wear 
a helmet. 

“I operate in Nakuru. I am widely known there for my 
firm stand on helmets. Our boda boda Sacco does not 
allow riders without helmets to operate,” Yator 
revealed. 

Yator said his passion for safe motorcycle riding stems 
from a sad incident. He lost his brother to a road crash.

Yator said: “My brother was a boda boda rider. He 
got involved in a crash that took his life. What 
makes it sad for me, and the entirely family, is that 
he was not wearing a helmet.”

He believes that his brother’s death would proba-
bly been avoided had he wore a helmet. 

“My brother succumbed to head injuries. If he worn 
a proper helmet, the situation may have been 
different,” he said. 

Mworia, the 1st runner up in the competition did not 
hide her joy.

“The helmet and the money I have received today 
will remain engraved on my mind. The helmet is 
not only quality but also very comfortable to wear. 
I am happy AA Kenya has recognized my passion 
for safe boda boda riding,” she added.

Catheline (Second from right) receiving her cash prize

Amos (Second from right) receiving his cash prize

OTHER
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 A Kenya Technical Training Institute has intro 
 duced training course for Oil and Gas transporters  
 in Kenya. The introduction of this course marks 
another milestone in road safety initiatives by AA Kenya. 

Tailored to equip oil and gas transporters with road safety 
skills, the course is drawn from the stipulates of the Energy 
Act (2006) and Petroleum Act (2019). This training seeks to 
empower oil and gas transporters with necessary skills to 
avert dangers on the road.

Government regulations require oil, gas and petroleum 
road transportation drivers to be licensed upon meeting 
minimum requirements including academic qualifica-
tions; health fitness; and prescribed minimum training 
requirement in road safety. 

The Association has introduced this course amid 
increased rate of road crashes accidents involving oil and 
gas tankers.

AA Kenya appreciates the key roles played by road tanker. 
However, we are concerned about increased road crashes 
involving oil, gas and petroleum transporters. 

The institute has enough capacity to offer the course while 
the training encompases all aspects of handling and 
transporting gas, oil, and petroleum.

 

AA Kenya has trained the technical training team to deliver 
the approved curriculum. We are working with other part-
ners to impart these important skills to our clients.   

Road crashes involving oil and gas tankers are usually 
dangerous. When such crashes happen, there is always a 
risk of fire, usually exercebated by responders who mill 
around the accident scene with intentions to siphonn fuel. 

To avert such risks, there is need to have proper handling 
of the victims and any fire that may arise. 

The course covers:

• LPG and petroleum tanker road transportation hazards
• Route surveys and planning
• Overview of petroleum tanker driver requirements as per  
   EPRA regulations.
• Causes of accident & accident statistics
• Fatigue, drug and substance abuse
• Highway Code and Traffic rules
• Driver attitude and behavior on the road
• Maneuvering and safe reversing
• Truck basic inspections
• Emergency response planning in case of a tanker acci-
dent

The training takes four days and is offered at the AA Kenya 
Embakasi Branch. Clients pay Sh 8000 for the course and 
get a certificate after completion. 
 

AA Kenya introduces Oil and gas
transporters training course  

AA Kenya has trained the technical train-
ing team to deliver the approved curricu-
lum. We are working with other partners 
to impart these important skills to our 
clients.

A
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A guide through electric
vehicles charging infrastructure 

 cross the world, countries are putting up strate 
 gies to reach their emissions reduction and air  
 quality goals. As a strategy, many countries are 
now increasing the uptake of electric vehicles (EVs) 
through friendly policies. 

However, lack of readily available charging infrastructure 
is a barrier to adoption of EVs. While most charging for 
light-duty EVs is done at home or at work in early stages of 
the market, development of a robust public charging 
network is required as the market grows.

To develop the infrastructure for EVs in Kenya, the govern-
ment and urban planners have an important role to play in 
developing public and private electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure.

Urban planning policies are expected to incorporate 
accommodate Kenya’s transition to ultra-low emission 
vehicles through appropriate approaches like planning 
conditions, permitted development and new parking 
standards. There is a need to develop policies that 
accommodate the different types of EV charge points. 

These chargers are used for private home charging. They 
do not require specific Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment. A 
charger simply connects to a standard outlet, as the 
charging level is enough for overnight charging. It takes 
between 8 to 12 hours to recharge a vehicle.

The level 2 charging requires the existence of electric vehi-
cle supply equipment that serves as an intermediation 
component between the vehicle and the power outlets.

This category of chargers, commonly used for private 
charging, are faster and can be used for public charging 
networks. It takes between 4 to 8 hours to charge a vehicle.

Different types of charging equipment have been 
developed, considering the power needs and charging 
speed. Therefore, electric vehicle charging equipment 
is commonly classified according to different charging 
levels, which are;

Categories of ev charging 

Level 1 Charging

Level 2 Charging

DC fast charging enables rapid charging of the electric 
vehicle battery, up to approximately 80% of the battery in 
30 minutes. This type of charging is commonly used in 
transport corridors or fueling stations to address long-dis-
tance charging for users. Fast charging stations common-
ly require utility network upgrades and dedicated circuits, 
as of the need of higher electrical current supply.

DC Fast Charging

A
BY STEPHEN MACHARIA
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Access

Private charging usage
These chargers are dedicated for personal EV or EV fleet 
owned by one entity. Installations are done at independent 
homes, dedicated parking spots in apartments or offices. 
This category of chargers are not usually subjected to 
planning approval though agencies like the Kenya Power.

Semi-public charging usage
These chargers are shared and usually installed for a 
restricted set of EV users. They are commonly installed at 
apartment complexes, office campuses, gated communi-
ties, shopping malls, hospitals, universities, and govern-
ment buildings.

Public charging usage 
They are open for all EV users. This infrastructure is availa-
ble at public parking lots, on-street parking, charging 
plazas, petrol stations, highways, and bus stations. These 
chargers are usually installed by government agencies, 
county government planning authorities, public sector 
undertakings, charge point operators, and host properties.
Before installing EV charging systems, there are key 
considerations to be made; 

The charging infrastructure must be easy to find and 
access for motorists. Network planning and site selection 
play a role in improving EV charging accessibility. A great-
er number of distributed charging points in an area to 
reduce average distance EV users must travel to access 
public charging. Further, visibility of charging facilities, 
ease of entry and circulation at charging sites, and their 
proximity to major roads can also influence their accessi-
bility.

Utilization

Public charging infrastructure should be located in areas 
with charging demand. This ensures high utilization. Public 
charging demand at a given location depends on multiple 
parameters, including population and employment densi-
ties, parking availability, traffic volumes, presence of points 
of interest such as commercial establishments, and transit 
stations.

Cost

The cost of public charging infrastructure primarily 
depends on three factors – the cost of electric vehicle 
supply equipment, cost of land and cost of power supply. 
All three significantly reduce charging network of normal 
power charging points that are less expensive and require 
less space and electricity at any given location.

As the e-mobility gathers pace, there are a number of 
challenges the sector must overcome. The biggest chal-
lenge ha remained availability of land to install mass 
charging systems. For example, the readily available land 
in the city of Nairobi are road reserves. Installing charging 
syatems may compromise future plans to expand the 
roads. These reserves can be reclaimed at any time for 
road widening or other such purposes. 

Another challenge remains inadequate planning by urban 
planners. The existing planning law and regulations on 
operation of established on-street or off-street parking 
spaces has not taken on board the new technologies 
aimed at reducing emissions. While the parking activity is 
allowed, allied activities such as EV charging have not 
been factored in the space allocation. 

Further, EV chargers are
categorized according to
use 

Additional reporting by Knights Energy
www.knightsenergy.co.ke
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BY SAMWEL OUMA

Why Kenya is ready
for E-Mobility 

“As the population is poised to increase,” Anika noted, 
“there is a need to decrease petroleum dependency and 
boost energy security in the context of increasing 
transport demand.”

At least 24 regulatory standards have been put in place 
in Kenya. They seek to facilitate importation of electric 
vehicles and service parts.
  
Because of these friendly policies, many e-mobility 
startups have commenced operations  in Kenya and are 
working to transform areas including public 
transportation, motorcycles, and taxis.

These companies are looking to capitalize on Kenya’s 
position as a global leader in renewable energy, its wide 
technological adoption, and the government support for 
electric mobility. 

Some of the government policies that promote 
e-mobility include the National Climate Change Action 
Plan (2018-2022), National Energy Efficiency Strategy 
2020, and the Finance Act 2019 which reduced the excise 
duty on electric vehicles from 20 percent to 10 percent.

“E-mobility is still at a nascent stage. The focus should 
now shift to specifications on charging infrastructure,” 
Annika said. 

www.aakenyaautonews.co.ke8

As the population is poised to increase, 
there is a need to decrease petroleum 
dependency and boost energy security in 
the context of increasing transport 
demand.

E nvironment researchers cite transportation as a  
 major contributor of greenhouse gas emissions.  
 Available studies agree that zero-emission 
vehicles (ZEV) can play a significant role in improving air 
quality and mitigating global warming by reducing 
close to 11 billion tons of carbon between now and 2050.

Annika Berlin from the United Nations Environment 
Program (UNEP) Sustainable Mobility Unit, says that 
transition to e-mobility options has got several positive 
prospects beyond climate and environmental benefits 
which include increased demand for green electricity, 
employment creation, revenue generation and 
reduction in foreign exchange spending on fossil fuel.

“Consumer awareness, availability of the pre-requisite 
infrastructure including vehicle charging stations, 
reduction in the cost of batteries, user friendliness of 
the new technology and fossil fuel prices will be key 
determinants of transition to mass adoption of e- 
mobility,” Anika said at the fifth conference of African 
Science Journalists organized by Media for 
Environment Science Health and Agriculture journalists 
(mesha).

During the 2021 United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCC)  commonly referred to as 
COP26, Kenya agreed to work together with 30 other 
countries to ensure that zero emission vehicles (ZEVs) 
are accessible, affordable and available by 2030.

However, many passengers’ electric vehicles in Kenya 
remains low, estimated at below 400 units. “Drivers will 
only switch to electric vehicles (EV) if their daily 
spending on an EV is no more than for the internal 
combustible engines (ICE) they currently operate,” 
Annika said.

Despite various challenges transition to electric 
mobility is still emerging with organizations such as 
BasiGo, Opibus, Kiri, Nopea Ride, EVM Africa, Caetano, 
and Agilitee Africa being some of the companies 
pushing for the use of electric vehicles in Kenya.

There are several ways of classifying electric vehicles 
with most common approach being vehicle size and 
source of energy, other forms of e-mobility include 
electric boats, electric planes and electric trains.

Battery electric vehicles (BEV) are solely powered by 
batteries, plug in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEV) 
combines both fossil fuels and batteries while hybrid 
electric vehicles (HEV) are powered primarily by a fossil 
fuel option which also charges a battery to provide 
supplementary energy.

But there is a drawback: electric vehicles (EVs) are 
more costly that normal vehicles. In the same vein, EVs 
may require battery replacements with time, a factor 
many prospective owners cite as an impediment to 
purchasing the vehicles. 

Ouma is a Health and Science Writer based in Nairobi
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How motor racing is promoting
uptake of green energy 

BY MWAURA NJUGUNA

The WRC Safari Rally 
makes a return to Kenya 
in June this in what is 
billed to be one of the 
most exciting World 
Rally Championships of 
the season. 

 uilding from the reputation of the previous  
 edition of the WRC Safari Rally held in Naivasha  
 last year, Kenya is set to make global headlines in 
motorsports when it hosts WRC drivers. 

Local organizers have been strategizing on making the 
2022 WRC Safari Rally a better experience for drivers, 
officials and spectators. 

But this years competition is fundamentally different from 
all others ever held in Kenya. At the start of this season, the 
FIA World Rally Championship introduced wide-sweeping 
changes in the competition that places motor sports on 
the path to electric mobility.  

B



This technology was given a competitive debut 

during the Rallye Monte-Carlo in January this year. 

The WRC Safari Rally is the 6th competition in the 2022 

calendar to use the hybrid technology.  

Starting 2022, the FIA embarked on an ambitious 

target to reach zero-emission in eight years. FIA 

released a road map dubbed FIA’s PurposeDriven 

Strategy which dictates net-zero emissions by 2030.

The good thing is that Kenya is likely to remain in the 

WRC calendar for the next three years. But this 

glorious opportunity for Kenya is subject to 

satisfactory hanling of the 2022 edition.

With the enthusiasm arounf the WRC in Kenya, that is 

backed by Government support, many people believe 

Kenya is equal to the task of organizing world class 

events. But organisers alone cannot gurantee this. 

The fans, who add colour to the event, have their role 

to play. They need to concuct themselves in a manner 

that promotes safe racing. 

Above all things, racing is about safety. As we 

continue to enjoy the WRC, I urge all Kenyans to 

embrace sustainable mobility. We can all learn from 

motor sports.

In 2022, the World Rally Championship incorporated 
hybrid technology for the series’ top Rally1 class.  This 
means that all vehicle manufacturers competing in 
global championship are using hybrid vehicles.

Other top-tier FIA championships including Formula 1 
and Formula E adopting greener technology, Kenyans 
have a fair chance to witness hybrid vehicles 
compete in the WRC.

But that is not the only chance. The 2022 WRC Safari 
Rally marks the first-time hybrid vehicles have 
competed in Kenya, and by extension in the Africa 
region. 

This shift is part of the FIA ambition for 2030 net-zero 
target. It also makes championship more 
competitive. The hybrid racing technology will not 
only promote sustainable motor racing, but also 
create room for innovation.

Unlike any other time before, different vehicle 
manufacturers have a chance to test sustainable 
mobility at a world stage. This move also promotes 
uptake of hybrid and full electric vehicles globally.

Rally vehicle makers have agreed to use a common 
hybrid technology that consists a 3.9kWh battery that 
is connected to the MGU delivering 100kW (134hp) of 
power. It produces 180Nm of torque. The vehicleas are 
fitted with a 1.6-litre turbo charged petrol engine that 
delivers up to 380hp of power.

The new system runs efficiently. It takes about 20 
minutes to charge the battery up to 80% from an 
external power supply. This ensures that rally service 
breaks are enough to recharge the rally cars.

Internally, hybrid rally vehicles recuperate energy 

during braking and coasting to recharge the vehicle 

battery.
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BY GEOFFREY KIHARA

AA Kenya mileage rates available
in digital format

 he AA Kenya Mileage Rates is now available in  
 digital formats, heralding a new dawn in compu 
 tation for costs of using an automobile for 
business purposes.

Previously only available in hand copies reviewed 
biannually, the E-mileage Rates allow clients to only pay 
for the data they need. In the past, AA Kenya lumped all 
vehicles together and packaged all the data into a booklet 
covering all vehicle classes.

In this new e-format, clients pay Sh100 for data specific to 
their class of vehicles. This means that clients operating a 
homogeneous fleet of vehicles in terms of engine capacity 
do not need to purchase a booklet at Sh1000.

Corporate clients have the option to pay an annual fee of 
Sh10,000 for unlimited access to the E-mileage rates. This 
will give the client access to unlimited downloads and 
data to all classes of vehicles in the e-mileage system.

In line with the government’s monthly reviews of fuel 
prices, AA Kenya updates the mileage every month to 
reflect any changes in pump prices. This was not the case 
since the booklet was updated and printed twice a year. 

This ensures that our mileage rates remain current and 
therefore applicable without doubts of unaccounted costs. 
This is inline with AA mantra of inspiring mobility. The 
availability of e-mileage rates also mean that clients do 
not have to physically visit AA Kenya branches to get this 
document.

Developed by team of experts in motoring, the AA mileage 
rates are now the benchmark in Kenya’s automotive 
sector. Our rates are used in government and private 
sector to determine costs of running motor vehicles. 

Based on an intelligent algorithm that combines all 
aspects of motor vehicles, the E-mileage rates delivers 
instantaneous reports.  

The mileage rates are accessible by dialing *650# from a 
mobile phone and choosing option 6. After choosing the 
E-mileage rates, clients receive an SMS containing a link to 
an online platform hosted on the AA Kenya App on 
AppStore and Playstore. 

Upon payment, the system generates a report based on 
the details provided. This report indicates the cost of 
running a vehicle per kilometer. The report is 
downloadable but also remains at the AA platform for 
future reference. 

All clients can also access the reports they generate. This 
means helps the clients to have a backup of all the reports 
accessed on the AA Kenya portal. It is meant to cushion 
users from multiple payments in case they lose the 
reports. 

The current e-mileage rates are accurate and contain 
current data on the cost of running a motor vehicle.  

www.aakenyaautonews.co.ke12

T

Anytime,
Wherever you are!

24/7 service

Log on to:
www.aakenya.co.ke

Valuation Manager- AA Kenya



Bloomberg Philanthropies in new bid
to promote road safety in Kenya

 he Ministry of Health (MoH), the National Transport  
 and Safety Authority (NTSA), the World Health  
 Organization [WHO] and Bloomberg 
Philanthropies launched a new national initiative aimed at 
reduction of road traffic deaths and serious injuries from 
crashes.

Bloomberg Initiative for Global Road Safety (BIGRS), a 
multi-country programme that aims to reduce road crash 
fatalities and injuries, has rolled out strategies to 
strengthen road data collection to improve government 
decisions and inform road safety measures.   

BIGRS Director Kelly Larson said the initiative also aims at 
promoting road safety awareness among road users, 
improving road infrastructure, and upgrading vehicle 
safety as preventive measures to road crashes. 

“Bloomberg Philanthropies is proud to partner with the 
Government of Kenya to strengthen road safety efforts 
that will save lives. We are committed to supporting 
proven road safety interventions that save lives,” said  
Larson.

NTSA Board Chair Person Agnes Odhiambo thanked BIGRS 
for strengthening road safety initiatives in Kenya noting 
such partnerships will save lives and injuries on the road. 

“No deaths on our roads are ever acceptable.  Road traffic 
crashes are a pressing public health issue that we are 
working hard to resolve. The Bloomberg Philanthropies 
Initiative for Global Road Safety will be key to supporting 
efforts to save lives and push forward progress,” said 
Odhiambo. 

The launch of the Bloomberg Philanthropies Initiative for 
Global Road Safety in Kenya, comes as the government 
accelerates the new National Road Safety Action Plan that 
aims to halve deaths from crashes by 2030.

At the end of the year 2021, Kenya recorded 4,579 fatalities 
as a result of road traffic crashes with tens of thousands 
more seriously injured. As at May 2022, over 1,816 fatalities 
have been recorded showing an increase by 9.2 percent 
compared to a similar period in the year 2021.

BY SAMWEL OUMA

T

The government, WHO, Bloomberg Philanthropies and 
other partners are meeting to define how the initiative can 
best support the New Road Safety Plan. 

WHO also committed to promoting road safety initiatives. 

“Road crash deaths are a crisis that hides in plain sight. 
Stepping up action on road safety is vital, as on top of the 
tragic human toll, road safety touches on all our lives each 
day, including getting to work and to school. By 
strengthening laws, practices and bringing partners 
together, the Bloomberg Philanthropies Initiative is key to 
saving lives,” said Dr Abdourahmane Diallo, WHO 
Representative in Kenya. 

Worldwide, road traffic crashes kill approximately 1.3 
million people every year - more than two every minute - 
with more than nine in ten of all deaths occurring in low 
and middle-income countries. Road traffic crashes are the 
leading cause of death for children and young adults aged 
5-29 globally. WHO estimates that crashes will cause 
another 13 million deaths and 500 million injuries around 
the world by 2030 if urgent action is not taken. 

Since 2007, Bloomberg Philanthropies has saved lives and 
reduced injuries from road traffic crashes by supporting 
the implementation of road safety interventions in 45 cities 
and provinces, advocating for stronger national road 
safety policies in 21 countries, and improving vehicle safety 
standards in four regional markets. These efforts are 
estimated to have saved nearly 312,000 lives. 
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No deaths on our roads are ever 
acceptable.  Road traffic crashes are a 
pressing public health issue that we 
are working hard to resolve. The 
Bloomberg Philanthropies Initiative for 
Global Road Safety will be key to 
supporting efforts to save lives and 
push forward progress. 

Ouma is a Health and Science Writer based in Nairobi
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MOBIUS 3REVIEW

BY STEPHEN MACHARIA

The Mobius 3: performance, reliability
and an array of aesthetic 
appeals tucked in
one SUV.

 emove the roof of the Mobius 3 and drive for a  
 safari enjoying the sunshine, or rain. The new  
 Mobius 3 sports utility vehicle (SUV) looks and 
feels like no other off-road vehicle. 

We all love SUVs for their aesthetic appeal and 
practicability. But driving the Mobius 3 will make you stand 
out from the litany of vehicles on the road. 

Available in black, blue and white colour options, this 
vehicle literally presents a rarity in the SUV category. It 
comes fitted with an easily removable roof, giving it a 
cabriolet look that is characteristic of luxurious sports 
sedans.  

Assembled in Kenya, the Mobius 3 provides solutions to 
urban and off-road driving needs. The 5 Seat SUV comes 
with a fully digital instrument cluster and a host of active 
and passive safety features.   

Mobius Motors says its vision is to turn Kenya’s auto market 
from a pre-dominantly used car market to new locally 
made or assembled vehicles for the same price or less 
than an equivalent used imported model. With recently 
announced government incentives plus a harmonized 
automotive policy, Mobius Motors plans to incentivize 
consumers to consider the vehicle. 

The Mobius 3 has a 2,000 CC turbocharged engine 
producing 160kw and 320Nm of torque for the petrol 
engine. It comes with an automatic gearbox. The petrol 
version produces 160kw and 320Nm of torque. Its Diesel 
engine version, equipped with a manual gearbox, 
produces 110kw and 350Nm of torque.

Mobius 3 retails at Sh3.95 million exclusive of value-added 
tax (VAT). It is a zero mileage locally assembled vehicle 
that comes with a warranty valid for 3 (Three) years or 
60,000 km whichever occurs first from the date of 
registration of the new vehicle. Any unexpired portion of 

R
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Off-Road capabilities

Parts availability

Off-Road capabilities

the warranty period is transferable to the subsequent
owner(s) without further reference to Mobius Motors. The 
warranty applies to the vehicle where and when all 
maintenance, servicing and replacement of parts and 
accessories are carried out only by an Authorised Mobius 
Service Centre.

Irrespective of road conditions, Mobius 3 is ready to 
redefine your journey. It has a good ground clearance and 
fully selectable 4x4 driving modes. 

Its suspension has a double-wishbone coil suspension 
setup in the front and 5 link coil springs in the rear. They 
came as standard vehicle components. With this 
suspension fitted, the Mobius 3 comfortably traverses the 
variable road terrain of Africa, with impressive water 
fording capabilities that do not compromise on-road 
handling. The vehicle has 4H and 4L driving modes as well 
as generous approach, rack & departure angles 
(37/23/31).

The Mobius 3 combines safety and comfort features that 
give comfort and satisfaction to all passengers and 
drivers. Some of the special features include: 

• Lightweight removable sunroof 
• High fabric seats 
• Digital cluster display
• Bluetooth, multimedia and USB ports
• Driver & Passenger side airbags
• Child seat anchors
• Anti-theft system
• Cruise control

In an interview with AutoNews Magazine, Mobius Motors 
said “parts are fully available because Mobius motors 
have full control of the parts supply chain being a local 
manufacturer and assembler. A Fully stocked central 
warehouse in Nairobi plus a network of authorized service 
and repair centres ensures that Mobius customers have 
access to parts nationwide.”

The parts, the company said, warrant each new vehicle, 
including factory-fitted parts and accessories, to be free 
from defects in material and workmanship.  

The Mobius 3 is a good vehicle. Sold and distributed by 
Mobius Motors, the vehicle has impressive performance 
on-road and off-road. You should ensure that the vehicle 
is serviced as per the Service and Maintenance Schedule 
in the owner’s manual.

Any Mobius approved part replaced during the vehicle 
warranty period will have warranty coverage until the 
vehicle’s warranty expires. This warranty runs concurrently 
with any warranty implied by law.

The vehicle is available for viewing and test drive at 
Sameer Business Park on Mombasa Road, Nairobi. 
Prospective buyers can book a test drive by visiting          
www.mobiusmotors.com.

Verdict
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The future of Evs

 round  the   world,   revolutionary   changes   are  

 under way in transportation. More electric vehicles  

 are on the road, people are taking advantage of 

sharing mobility services such as Uber and Lyft, and the 

rise in telework during the COVID-19 pandemic has shifted 

the way people think about commuting.

Transportation is a growing source of the global 

greenhouse gas emissions that are driving climate 

change, accounting for 23% of energy-related carbon 

dioxide emissions worldwide in 2019 and 29% of all 

greenhouse gas emissions in the U.S.

The systemic changes under way in the transportation 

sector could begin lowering that emissions footprint. But 

will they reduce emissions enough?

In a new report from the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change released April 4, 2022, scientists 

examined the latest research on efforts to mitigate climate 

change. The report concludes that falling costs for 

renewable energy and electric vehicle batteries, in 

addition to policy changes, have slowed the growth of 

climate change in the past decade, but that deep, 

immediate cuts are necessary. Emissions will have to peak 

by 2025 to keep global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 

Fahrenheit), a Paris climate agreement goal, the report 

says.

The transportation chapter, which I contributed to, homed 

in on transportation transformations – some just starting 

and others expanding – that in the most aggressive 

scenarios could reduce global greenhouse gas emissions 

from transportation by 80% to 90% of current levels by 

2050. That sort of drastic reduction would require a major, 

rapid rethinking of how people get around globally.

All-electric vehicles have grown dramatically since the 

Tesla Roadster and Nissan Leaf arrived on the market a 

little over a decade ago, following the popularity of hybrids.
In 2021 alone, the sales of electric passenger vehicles, 

including plug-in hybrids, doubled worldwide to 6.6 million, 

about 9% of all car sales that year.

Strong regulatory policies have encouraged the 
production of electric vehicles, including California’s Zero 
Emission Vehicle regulation, which requires automakers to 
produce a certain number of zero-emission vehicles 
based on their total vehicles sold in California; the 
European Union’s CO2 emissions standards for new 
vehicles; and China’s New Energy Vehicle policy, all of 
which have helped push EV adoption to where we are 
today.Beyond passenger vehicles, many micro-mobility 
options – such as autorickshaws, scooters and bikes – as 
well as buses, have been electrified. 

A

Revolutionary changes
in transportation,
from electric vehicles 
to ride sharing,
could slow global 
warming – if they’re
done right. 

BY ALAN JENN, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS
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Unfortunately, there is substantial uncertainty about the 

impact of these services. They might also increase vehicle 

use and, with it, greenhouse gas emissions.

New policies such as the California Clean Miles Standard 

are helping to push companies like Uber and Lyft to use 

cleaner vehicles and increase their passenger loads, 

though it remains to be seen whether other regions will 

adopt similar policies.

Public transit-friendly cities: Another systemic change 

involves urban planning and design. Transportation in 

urban areas is responsible for approximately 8% of global 

carbon dioxide emissions.

Efficient city planning and land use can reduce travel 

demand and shift transportation modes, from cars to 

public transit, through strategies that avoid urban sprawl 

and disincentivize personal cars. These improvements not 

only decrease greenhouse gas emissions, but can 

decrease congestion, air pollution and noise, while 

improving the safety of transportation systems.

Other ways to cut emissions
from transportation

How do these advances
translate to lower emissions?

As the cost of lithium-ion batteries decreases, these 
transportation options will become increasingly affordable 
and further boost sales of battery-powered vehicles that 
traditionally have run on fossil fuels.

An important aspect to remember about electrifying the 
transportation system is that its ability to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions ultimately depends on how clean the 
electricity grid is. China, for example, is aiming for 20% of its 
vehicles to be electric by 2025, but its electric grid is still 
heavily reliant on coal.

With the global trends toward more renewable generation, 
these vehicles will be connected with fewer carbon 
emissions over time. There are also many developing and 
potentially promising co-benefits of electromobility when 
coupled with the power system. The batteries within 
electric vehicles have the potential to act as storage 
devices for the grid, which can assist in stabilizing the 
intermittency of renewable resources in the power sector, 
among many other benefits.

Other areas of transportation are more challenging to 
electrify. Larger and heavier vehicles generally aren’t as 
conducive to electrification because the size and weight of 
the batteries needed rapidly becomes untenable.

For some heavy-duty trucks, ships and airplanes, 
alternative fuels such as hydrogen, advanced biofuels and 
synthetic fuels are being explored as replacements for 
fossil fuels. Most aren’t economically feasible yet, and 
substantial advances in the technology are still needed to 
ensure they are either low- or zero-carbon.

While new fuel and vehicle technologies are often 

highlighted as decarbonization solutions, behavioral and 

other systemic changes will also be needed to meet to cut 

greenhouse gas emissions dramatically from this sector. 

We are already in the midst of these changes. 

Telecommuting: During the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

explosion of teleworking and video conferencing reduced 

travel, and, with it, emissions associated with commuting. 

While some of that will rebound, telework is likely to 

continue for many sectors of the economy.

Shared mobility: Some shared mobility options, like bike 

and scooter sharing programs, can get more people out of 

vehicles entirely.Car-sharing and on-demand services 

such as Uber and Lyft also have the potential to reduce 

emissions if they use high-efficiency or zero-emission 

vehicles, or if their services lean more toward car pooling, 

with each driver picking up multiple passengers. 

Much of the uncertainty in how much technological 

change and other systemic shifts in transportation affects 

global warming is related to the speed of transition.

The new IPCC report includes several potential scenarios 

for how much improvements in transportation will be able 

to cut emissions. On average, the scenarios indicate that 

the carbon intensity of the transportation sector would 

need to decrease by about 50% by 2050 and as much as 

91% by 2100 when combined with a cleaner electricity grid 

to stay within the 1.5-degree Celsius (2.7 F) target for global 

warming.

These decreases would require a complete reversal of 

current trends of increasing emissions in the 

transportation sector, but the recent advances in 

transportation provide many opportunities to meet this 

challenge.

This article was first published by The Conversation on
4th April, 2022. It can be accessed via:
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https://theconversation.com/revolutionary-changes-in-transportation-
from-electric-vehicles-to-ride-sharing-could-slow-global-warming-if-
theyre-done-right-ipcc-says-179535



Where Exactly is the Driver Going: 
Mental Health and the Driver Fitness

BY DR. GEOFFREY WANGO
Senior Lecturer, University of Nairobi,
School of Psychology



When the driver loses
it, the effect of Mental
Health Issues 
 lot of driving instruction and testing focuses on  

 physical abilities including age, the ability to drive,  

 eye conditions and the effect of certain drugs. This 

tendency in many ways neglects an important part of our 

lives, that is, the mental health and state of the driver. 

Mental health including the state of health of the driver 

impacts driving. Yet it is only in instances of acute mental 

illnesses when the driver’s health is considered critical in 

that it would inadvertently affect one’s fitness to drive. This 

includes severe bipolar and people with paranoid 

disorders that are linked to reckless driving and people 

suffering from suicidal ideation.

Mental health and mental health illness in particular are 

often associated with persons suffering from clinical illness 

and psychiatric institutions. One in five people may suffer 

from some type of mental illness in their lifetime. This could 

adversely affect their driving leading to poor judgement, 

impaired coordination, blurred vision and impaired 

reactions and hence the many unexplained accidents. The 

focus on driving is significant because driving is one of the 

most stressful activities undertaken by a variety of drivers 

using public and private vehicles as well as other driving  
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lorries and other heavy machinery. Additionally, driving 

requires the highest levels of concentration and this is 

not possible among persons suffering from anxiety and 

depression. Driving is a complex task that requires a 

range of skills. These include cognitive, sensorimotor 

and psychosocial skills. People with certain health 

conditions including mental illnesses may not 

effectively be well coordinated in making use of these 

multiple skills. Hence mental health is associated with a 

higher risk of vehicle crashes. Although not all 

psychiatric disorders carry an increased degree of 

accident vulnerability, there are cases that involve the 

use of alcohol and other drugs, individuals suffering 

from hallucinations, depression and others with morbid 

medical conditions such as diabetes mellitus, 

Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease and epilepsy. 

These and other health issues are important risk factors 

for road traffic crashes.
 
Psychiatric disorders can lead to impairment in the 

level of cognitive judgment and functioning. Yet the 

driver requires to steer the vehicle safely. A person 

under medication should be careful since certain drugs 

can potentially cause disruption in information 

processing and perception, while others may lead to 

dizziness, delusions and overall psychomotor activity.

It is important to recognize that not all individuals with 

acute stress, anxiety or depression should refrain from 

driving. However, people who have an ongoing serious 

occurrence of their mental illness, including sleep and 

thought patterns may be affected by their mental 

condition and this, in turn, affects their ability to drive 

safely. Indeed, a person who feel overwhelmed by their 

thoughts is unfit to drive due to their mental health 

status. 

Do not drive until and unless you are calm 
and slept enough. If you have a medical 
condition ensure you are well and have 
been satisfactorily treated. Other factors 
that are considered to make a person 
unfit to drive such as acute anxiety, panic 
attacks and drugs should not be present 
or should not be at a level that would 
affect your ability to drive safely.

A

Continues next page



A person should be advised not to drive until they  h a v e 

calmed down, slept enough, been satisfactorily treated, or 

other factors that are considered to make a person unfit to 

drive. These include acute anxiety, panic attacks and 

persons under the influence of drugs. These and other 

factors such as hallucinations should not be present, or 

should not be at a level that would affect the individual's 

ability to drive safely.

Mental health includes our mental capacity even when the 

person is considered healthy and therefore not making 

use of drugs, therapy and other treatment. The effect of 

medication, in particular, should be carefully assessed, 

including the individual's likely compliance with their 

medication and any impacts on the individual's ability to 

drive safely. This is because there are several conditions 

that can impair the ability to drive safely including the 

ability to process information and impaired coordination 

as well as other side effects, such as dizziness and blurred 

vision. Persons, including drivers, need to create a safe 

environment and seek treatment for mental health. It is 

important to pay close attention to the well-being of all 

persons, including drivers.

www.aakenyaautonews.co.ke Autonews Magazine APRIL - JUNE 2022 23



Call us for fast 
and reliable services 

0703 099 120
CIC ACCIDENT MOTORING
ASSIST SERVICE



BY LABAN NJOROGE 

How technology
is making roads
safer and smarter
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In addition, the insurer cites adaptive cruise control as 

another major technology in popular use helping reduce 

road fatalities. This system maintains a set speed, and 

automatically speeds up or slows down to consistently 

hold gap between cars.

The technology uses radar sensors to study the road 

ahead and adjust speeds depending on what is 

happening on the road and responding to avert an 

accident.

An increase in the number of accidents and increased 

awareness among people regarding road safety were 

cited as the leading drivers of demand for adaptive cruise 

control system in a report by Stratview Research on the 

technology’s market.

The research however identified key markets for the 

technology are in North America, Europe and Asia-Pacific 

region.

Smart signs are also helping reduce fatalities. In the 

Monaro region of Australia’s New South Wales, smart signs 

warn motorists of approaching logging tracks. Low 

visibility in an intersection of Mila Road in the region makes 

it difficult for trucks to merge safely onto the highway.

 icture a car that interacts with its environment  
 and makes decisions that prevent a driver from  
 drifting out of their lane, assists in avoiding 
collisions, selects detours and avoid traffic jams.

This is the picture of an idealistic car that would fully avoid  
road accidents reducing fatalities, a car designed to use 
machine learning technologies of the Internet of Things 
(IoT).

The latest technologies that researchers are working on 
based on IoT are designed to avert accidents. Statistics 
prove Kenyan roads have gradually become risky over the 
past couple of years. Road casualties remained 
approximately 3,000 over a five-year period with vehicle 
traffic increasing progressively over a ten-year period.

Countries with similar road safety concerns are leveraging 
on technology initiatives to make roads smarter and safer 
to interact with traffic and pedestrians. Major technologies 
initiatives focus on anti-collision sensors, smart signage, 
smart roads, anti-lock brakes, radar, autonomous vehicles 
and big data.

In Northern Utah, USA, authorities rely on big data to reduce 
fatalities on major blackspots along Interstate 80. 
Engineers from the state’s Department of Transport 
gathered and studied crash data from a number of 
sources to gain better insight into the different dynamics 
causing accidents on the 321kms stretch of highway.

Using data analytic tools, they organised and sort vast 
amounts of data to gain better understanding of traffic 
conditions, highway design features and other variables 
influencing driver behaviour.

In the United Kingdom, road casualties have fallen by 11 per 
cent since 2010 despite an increase in vehicle traffic by 7 
percent.

According to Aviva, a UK based insurance company, the 
changes can be attributed to road safety campaigns and 
in-car technology. In a report titled Connected Car Report, 
the insurer notes that the vast majority of drivers in the UK 
(74 per cent) are using devices and technology to improve 
life behind the wheel.

Among the technologies in popular use in the Kingdom are 
anti-lock braking system, adaptive cruise control, 
attention motoring systems, forward collision warning, 
lane departure warning and tire pressure monitoring.

Forward collisions, which are among major types of 
accidents on Kenya roads, have drastically been reduced 
in the Kingdom. According to Aviva, the forward collision 
warning systems caution drivers of an imminent collision 
with a stationary or slower moving car ahead.

F r o n t - end sensors, such as camer-
as or radar, detect how close the car 
in front is. 

Should there be a hazard ahead, the 
system will alert you via vibrations, 
sounds or visuals, allowing you 
enough time to react to the danger 
ahead, and in some cases apply 
brakes for you.



To tackle drunk driving, a leading cause of accidents on 

Kenyan roads, some auto manufacturers are currently 

marketing on-board breathalyser. The system would 

prevent a car from starting until the appropriate reading is 

recorded.

According to the region’s Centre For Road Safety, smart 
signs developed using an infra- red traffic logger can 
detect the size and type of vehicle travelling along Mila 
Road. When a large logging truck approaches the Monaro 
Highway, it triggers a laser sensor, which sends a radio 
signal to two ‘Trucks entering’ signs about 500 metres from 
the intersection. 

The Smart signs on the highway then flash, giving 
motorists time to react and slow down to allow the heavy 
vehicle to merge safely.

On ‘smart roads, a company in Colorado is using a smart 
road that uses sensors inside the pavement to monitor 
what is happening on the surface.

The sensors are used to deduce the speed, weight and the 
direction of the vehicle. In astory published by the 
Spectrum magazine, the company, Integrated Roadways, 
says its product can deduce the speed, weight, and 
direction of a vehicle from the basket of sensors buried in 
the pavement.

“The company can then use that data to alert authorities 
to accidents or prompt officials to reconfigure lanes to 
relieve congestion. It’s one approach to so-called “smart 
roads,” which aim to combine sensing and intelligence in 
ways that reduce the hazards and hassles of vehicular 
travel,” said the magazine report.
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AA Kenya kicks off motorcycle safety 
campaign with donation of safe 

and affordable helmets 

SAFETY FIRST...

 t least 500 boda boda  
 riders in Kibra, Nairobi  
 have received safe 
helmets in a road safety 
imitative championed by the 
Automobile Association of 
Kenya. 

The Association donated the 
helmets through the office of 
Kibra Member of Parliament 
(MP) in June in a bid to 
promote safe boda boda 
riding in the area. 

In Kibra, where the population 
is largely dependent on boda 
boda transport, there is low 
use of helmets among the 
community.

Kibra MP Bernard Okoth 
received the helmets on behalf 
of the riders and thanked AA 
Kenya for promoting the use 
the FIA Safe and Affordable 
Helmet noting the donation of 
500 helmets will contribute to 
reducing motorcycle related 
injuries and fatalities.

“This donation is a mark of true concern for road 

safety in Kibra. AA Kenya is a big champion for 

road safety in Kenya and I am pleased to 

receive this donation for this noble initiative to 

save lives,” said Okoth.

BY STEPHEN MACHARIA

Hon. Bernard Okoth, MP Kibra, presenting helmets
to bodaboda riders. 

A
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Mr. Teddy Mwanza,
Head of Driving School-AA Kenya  

According to the United 
Nations, helmet wearing is one 
of the most effective road safety 
interventions that reduces head 
injuries among moped riders 
and motorcyclists by around 
44%.

The legislator urged the riders to always use the helmet 
noting it is of superior quality to others available in the 
market.

“This helmet is among the best you can find. It costs about 
$20 (Sh 2300) when it is already subsidized. Kindly make 
use of it,” Okoth said amid cheers from the riders. 

Speaking during the event, AA Kenya Head of Driving 
School Teddy Mwanza said that the helmets are 
comfortable in hot and humid climate. 

Mwanza said: “AA Kenya has been working on the Safe and 
Affordable Helmet to facilitate the deployment of 
motorcycle helmets that meet UN safety standards in 
Kenya.

He further decried high road traffic death rates in Kenya 
adding that AA Kenya seeks to reduce fatalities and 
injuries on Kenya’s roads by promoting wearing of safe 
helmets. 

He further decried high road traffic death rates in Kenya 
adding that AA Kenya seeks to reduce fatalities and 
injuries on Kenya’s roads by promoting wearing of safe 
helmets. 

“AA Kenya is in a bid to raise awareness of the importance 
of safe and high-quality helmets among boda boda 
riders,” Mwanza told the congregation. 

Mwanza announced AA Kenya’s commitment to  taking a 
leading role in raising road safety awareness among 
motorcycle riders. 

“AA Kenya is part of the National Helmet Wearing Coalition 
implementing a multi-sectoral approach that seeks to 
advocate for greater use of helmets among boda boda 
riders in Kenya. This donation demonstrates our resolve to 
make the boda boda safety safe for all,” Mwanza 
remarked. 

The helmet project is part of the Fédération Internationale 
de l'Automobile’s (FIA) Safe and Affordable Helmet 
Programme – which has seen the creation of an 
innovative new high-quality motorcycle helmet which 
meets UN safety standards. 

According to available data, Africa has the highest 
estimated road traffic fatality rate of 26.6 per 100,000. In 
Kenya, many boda boda operators ride are unlicensed to 
operate. 

This means they lack necessary training and often ride 
without helmets and insurance. But with the donation of 
helmets “road safety has taken shape in Kibra” said Okoth 
as he handed the helmets to the riders. 

Before getting the helmets, the riders underwent training 
at various driving schools in the area. The training covered 
motorcycle riding course and road safety.

“This training has equipped all of us with new sense of 
awareness on road safety. I now understand why a helmet 
is important. Having this helmet is a big step towards my 
own safety,” said Felix Otieno, a motorcycle rider and a 
helmet beneficiary.
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Opibus rebrands
and

becomes Roam
 pibus was initially founded out of a research  
 project in Sweden in 2017 and has grown rapidly,  
 setting up in Kenya as a test market for the growth 
across Africa and beyond. Over the years significant mile-
stones have been achieved, serving several customers 
with a wide range of products. The company has brought 
together like-minded people on a mission to identify 
where electric mobility could have the largest possible 
impact.

O
BY ALBIN WILSON



Our CEO Filip Lövström shares why the rapid urbanization 

in Sub-Saharan Africa will be a vital part of Africa's 

infrastructure. "We really think that electric buses are a 

huge part of how to create this transition to electric 

vehicles, and how to reduce emissions on both a city 

and global level," he says. 

To further emphasize the potential of the public 

transport industry, the Co-founder of the company Filip 

Gardler stated in an interview that “The industry has a 

huge potential because of their predetermined routes 

points, simplifying infrastructure deployment, creating 

huge opportunities for electric mobility.”

As part of our initiative toward the transformation of the 

mass transit industry, Roam launched the first African 

made electric bus in a pilot program. This vehicle is the 

foundation upon which we will continue to build our 

knowledge base for the African market, enabling us to 

optimize our electric buses to fit the market needs of the 

people with the shortest return on investment. 

The main focus initially was to convert vehicles to electric 
for the safari, mining and utility markets. All these areas 
have unique aspects that are significantly enhanced by 
electric vehicle usage; mining doesn't require as much 
ventilation underground, safaris get closer to the animals, 
and all sectors cease requiring the transport of fossil fuels 
to remote places. They can produce all their energy 
through solar panels right where they are. The company 
successfully deployed many initial electric vehicle 
conversions and continued to develop other platforms, 
deploying the first African designed and developed 
electric motorcycle and electric bus; a new era for the 
company.

Africa's population is among the fastest-growing and 
youngest in the world with its urban cities growing at 
unprecedented rates. The number of people living in 
Africa’s cities is expected to expand by 600 million over the 
next two decades, making it the world's most populous 
region.

This profound growth has led to an energy demand for 
industrial production, infrastructure and mobility.  As a 
result, there has been notable development of the 
transport network to accommodate these needs.

Unfortunately, the current modes of transport contribute to 
one of the fastest-growing sources of carbon emissions in 
the world. Emissions from the transportation sector in 
Africa are growing at a rate of 7% annually. Moreover, poor 
fuel quality, aging vehicle fleet, and lack of mandatory 
roadworthy emission tests are key reasons for the 
increasing transport pollution and emissions.

Despite Africa being the smallest contributor to global 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions; accounting for just 3.8% 
of global greenhouse gas emissions, it is most vulnerable 
when it comes to the adverse effects of the climate crisis.

Our focus has expanded. Opibus needed to change to 
Roam. Roam is on a pathway that has a clear vision, to 
electrifying the African transport and energy systems 
through reliable, accessible and connected products. This 
shift means we will focus on mass utilization products; 
products that are used all day, everyday.

This means we move beyond our initial conversions and 
expand into new segments. The products are the next 
generation of our prototypes and will be divided under the 
Roam brand with the following segments: Roam 
Motorcycles, Roam Transit (buses), Roam Energy & 
Charging, and Muse (our conversions for the Mining, Utility 
and Safari segment).

Roam Transit

ROAM CHARGING SYSTEM
PHOTO FROM ROAM

ROAM ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLE
PHOTO FROM ROAM
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In addition to the public transport industry, another 

emerging market that we focus on is the motorcycle taxi 

and delivery so called “boda-boda” industry. This 

industry is the fastest growing industry not only in Kenya 

but in most parts of the world. Unlike vehicles, 

motorcycles cost much less and run. They are 

convenient in urban environments and run well on 

inadequate infrastructure. 

The motorcycle industry is currently the single largest 

employer in Kenya, estimated to employ over 1.2 million 

youth. The sector is booming with over 1.6 million 

motorcycles registered in Kenya. It records an average 

of 16,500 new imports per month.

So in 2019 we began designing and developing our first 

model of electric motorcycle to match the local 

boda-boda needs, says Lövström. 

We have deployed 150 motorcycles to date both in and 

outside of Kenya; with trials running with different 

partners in Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo and Uganda.

Since the first pilots, the motorcycle has evolved from 

having a single battery module to having two 

swappable batteries, in addition to using a portable 

charger that can plug into any normal socket.

The conversion of 4x4 vehicles was where the company 

came from, and it is the foundation of so much of the 

knowledge and ambition. This product will continue 

under a sub-brand focusing on these smaller segments 

as stated in our name MiningUtilitySafariEVs.

Roam Motorcycles

Muse

Despite Africa being the continent with the lowest 

automotive rates in the world, it holds the key to global 

energy transitions as it is the continent with all of the 

important ingredients for producing critical 

technologlogies run on renewable for a large portion of 

the global population. Roam is more than a name, it 

represents our ongoing bold entry into emerging 

markets across Africa. As a globally recognized 

company, Roam seeks to provide and implement 

solutions that will mitigate the escalating climate 

change, while building the knowledge base from Africa 

for Africa and the world.

Wilson is the Chief Strategy & Marketing Officer at Roam

The Future

ROAM ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLES IN THE ROAM WORKSHOP IN NAIROBI
PHOTO FROM ROAM
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BY SARAH WAIRIMU

Why Motorists should be
careful near schools or
children playgrounds

Motorists are always on the road. There are vehicles  
on the road all day and night. 

Motorists and pedestrians share the road and that 
calls for caution especially in densely populated 
areas and near schools.

As a student, I have witnessed cases of road crashes 
involving school children. I urge motorists to exercise 
caution near near schools or children’s playgrounds.

It is important for motorists to observe the following 
safety rules; reduce the speed of the of the vehicle to 
avoid hitting children; and always stop to allow 
chidren cross the road, especially at designated 
crossing areas. 

Additionally, motorists should always be cautious 
when reversing inside schools. Some children are 
playful and may not take note of  reversing vehicles. 

It is a big loss to the community to have a child injured 
inside a school. Parents become traumatised while 
the student may be forced to miss school to 
recuperate. 

Let us all make schools free from road crashes. 

Wairimu is a student at St. James Academy - Kiambu
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